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KEY POINTS

· The components of Urban Pest Detection and Tree Inventory initiative include the development of a pest detection protocol (IPED), an online Urban Forest Health Information Center (UFORHIC) and the expansion of citizen monitoring.
· A fully operational IPED software tool is expected by the end of 2009, and a Beta version of the Urban Forest Health Information Center is expected by Summer 2010.
· There will be a push for a focused, risk-based implementation of increased citizen monitoring, use of IPED and data generation for UFORHIC in the Summer of 2010.
background

In February 2009 a team of NA and state forestry agency personnel recommended to NAASF that they endorse investment in UPDTI to meet urban forest health monitoring needs in NA.  NAASF concurred with their recommendation. Components of UPDTI include:
· Finalizing standardized protocols and tools for municipalities to detect pests and conduct tree inventories using IPED software in conjunction with i-Tree or other tree inventory software they currently use. 

· Expanding the potential of citizen monitoring using the above-mentioned tools through increased collaboration with National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN) and Cooperative Extension.

· Developing an on-line Urban Forest Health Information Center (UFORHIC) to aggregate, analyze and report on IPED/i-Tree and other tree inventory data at multiple geographic scales.

In 2008 WO Forest Health Protection provided $150,000 to NA Forest Health for the effort; this money was used to develop the IPED pest detection protocol.  For FY 2009 NA plans to allocate roughly $220,000 of UCF and FHP carry over dollars to continue the UFHM effort. 

discussion

· An IPED working group continues progress on IPED development, with a final tool expected by the end of 2009.  There will be beta tests of the IPED protocol in six communities this summer, including Ithica, NY, Rome, NY, Syracuse, NY, Wilamette, IL, Dublin, OH and Chatanooga, TN.   Results from the field tests will be used to revise IPED for final release in the winter of 2009.

· The development of UFORHIC will begin this summer.  NA issued an RFP for construction of UFORHIC in mid-June. A cooperative agreement to construct UFORHIC is expected by mid August. The Beta version of UFORHIC will be available for use by Summer 2010.
· A Technical Working Group is being formed to advise the ongoing development of the UFORHIC. NA is looking for volunteers from the NAASF FHP and U&CF committees to serve as members of the Technical Working Group.

· This summer NA will convene a team with representatives from state forestry agencies, NA and other partner organizations to develop a strategic approach to increased citizen monitoring for the Northeastern Area. 
· NA will initiate targeted use UFORHIC, IPED and increased citizen monitoring in high risk communities in 2010.  NA hopes to find at least 3-4 states that will take the lead demonstrating a risk based approach to implementation in 2010. 

· Results from the targeted implementation in 2010 will be used to improve UFORHIC to create a final version in Spring 2011 that will be available for use across the Northeastern Area.   
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