What is IPED? 

IPED is a pest detection protocol, data collection tool, and database management system that assists communities to reveal pest and disease issues within the urban forest while the communities are doing routine tree inventories. The long-term vision of the IPED development team is that this method will be widely used by urban forest managers, that it will be incorporated into existing insect and disease detection networks, and that data will be aggregated and available to regional and national experts. 

This effort is a major milestone to accomplish the forest health/pest detection priority in the NA Strategic Business Plan: “Establish and implement a sustainable urban forest health monitoring effort that links urban forest inventory and pest detection and provides the ability to characterize urban forest resources and urban forest health issues at multiple scales.”   


IPED Activities for Summer/Fall 2009. 
Field Trials, Training and Implementation –The methods will be implemented in six communities during the summer of 2009 and training will take place in Syracuse, NY on June 23 - 25, 2009 for Syracuse, Rome, and Ithaca. The remaining communities (Dublin, OH, Willamette, IL and Chattanooga, TN) will use extended learning methods for training. Each of these communities participated in the 2007 IPED trial. The protocols will have quality control/quality assessments performed at each of the sites. An evaluation of the methods will take place to determine their efficacy. Evaluation of the analysis and reporting utilities will be done. 

Development of Advanced Online Learning Resources – Data collection is only as good as the subsequent analysis and management actions. The Project Managers and Development Team intend to create a robust “library” of support for IPED users and others interested to identify signs and symptoms on urban trees. Once a pest or disease is identified through a sign or symptom, the library will provide additional information about the topic and provide contact information to appropriate agencies.
