Summary of Multi-state Priorities Identified in the 
2010 Statewide Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies in the Northeast and Midwest

The 2008 Farm Bill (PL 110-246) required State Forest Resource Assessments to include “any multistate areas that are a regional priority.” As requested by State forestry agencies, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry (NA S&PF) facilitated processes to help States identify multistate priority areas and issues. This started with the NAASF Forest Resource Planning Committee meeting in May 2009 where State forest planners and GIS professionals brainstormed a list of potential multistate priorities. The list was compiled and shared with State planning leads and refined based on their input. In fall 2009, each of the three NA S&PF Field Offices held conference calls with State Foresters to discuss potential multistate priorities. As a result, States identified multistate priority areas and issues within each of the NA S&PF Field Office regions for inclusion in the State Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies. NA S&PF staff compiled these lists of multistate priorities and, with input from the States, drafted briefing papers for each one. In July 2010, NAASF and NA S&PF agreed that, as requested by State forestry agencies, NA S&PF will facilitate efforts to implement State-identified multistate priorities in order to focus some work for FY 2011 and beyond.

All 20 Northeast and Midwest States and the District of Columbia included multistate priorities in their State Forest Resource Assessment and Strategy. There were just over 70 unique multistate priorities identified by the 20 States and the District of Columbia. Over half of these are existing efforts. The level of detail about multistate priorities varied widely. For example, some States included a simple list of “potential” multistate priorities, while others provided detailed information about each multistate priority they intend to pursue. Many States used portions of or attached the full briefing papers that were drafted through the process described above. Many States included strategies for specific multistate priority areas, such as the Chesapeake Bay. The West Virginia Statewide Forest Resource Strategy outlined strategies for each multistate priority. A full list of multistate priorities is available at http://www.northeasternforests.org/FRPC/.
Multi-state Issues: One-third of the multi-state priorities identified are issues that could benefit from collaboration among multiple States. As shown in the table that starts on page 2, the following were among those most commonly listed by states in the Northeast and Midwest: insects, diseases, and invasive plants; forest industry and diverse markets; reduce wildfire risk; promote sustainable and active private forest management; threats to forests along highways; and biodiversity and wildlife habitat.

Areas: Two-thirds of the multi-state priorities are specific landscape areas such as the Connecticut River Watershed and Chesapeake Bay watershed. These are listed in the table that starts on page 6. More than half of these multi-state priority areas were identified by a majority of the States that the area covers. For example, four out of the seven States within the Ohio River Basin included it as a multi-state priority area. For 13 of the multi-state priority areas, all the States covered by the area identified it as a multi-state priority area, e.g., all four of States that the Northern Forests span across included it as a multi-state priority. 

Beyond the Northeast and Midwest: Seventeen of the multi-state priority areas identified by States in Northeast and Midwest span into States outside the region, e.g., the Appalachian region and Chesapeake Bay watershed. Six of these were also identified as multi-state priority areas by States outside the region, e.g., the Missouri River Corridor and Watershed was listed as a multi-state priority by Missouri and several States to the West. Several of the multi-state priority areas cross into Canada, including the Great Lakes, Lake Champlain, and Red River basins. Fourteen of the multi-state issues identified by States in the Northeast and Midwest were also identified as multi-state issues by States that border the region, including many of those listed above.
List of Multi-state Priorities Identified in the 
2010 Statewide Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies by Northeast and Midwest States 

The following two tables contain all of the multi-state priorities that were identified in the 2010 Statewide Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies across the 20 states in the Northeast and Midwest and the District of Columbia. The first table includes the issues that could benefit from collaboration among multiple states. That table is listed in order of most to least often referenced as a multi-state issue by states across the region. The second table, starting on page six, includes the multi-state priority areas. The priority areas table is organized generally from East to West. To identify opportunities for coordination with states outside of this region, the State Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies for bordering states were also reviewed and those states that referenced the same multi-state issues and areas are included in the “states naming” column.

The tables below only include priority issues and areas that are identified as multi-state priorities in the State Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies. Many were presented as “potential” multi-state priorities. The multi-state priorities listed here can be considered for focused projects and collaboration, such as to further the regional landscape-scale conservation approach by the USFS units, the Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters, and other partners (see http://www.na.fs.fed.us/stewardship/ for more information). It is important to recognize however, that there are additional landscape-scale areas that are located fully with one state and there may be issues impacting landscape scale conservation that are best addressed by states individually. In addition, these tables do not necessarily include every area, issue, or effort that states will coordinate on and there may be additional states, not currently listed, that will collaborate on the multi-state priorities listed.
All Multi-state Priority Issues Identified by States in the Northeast and Midwest: In Order of Most-to-Least Often Included
	Multistate Issue
	States Naming
	Description

	Insects, diseases, and invasive plants that threaten forest health
	CT, IL, IN, IA, MD, MI, MN, MO, NJ, OH, VT, WI, WV (KY, KS, MS, NC, ND, SD, TN, VA)
	Invasive non-native and native insects, diseases, and plant species have the potential to reduce forest diversity and cause huge economic and ecological damage to forests.  
Insect species specifically referenced for multi-state efforts include: 

· Asian long-horned beetle (IA, IN, MI, MN, MO, WI)

· Emerald Ash borer (IA, IN, KY, KS, MD, MI, MN, MO, MS, ND, NJ, TN, VA, WI)

· Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread effort (IA, KY, MO, MN, OH, TN, WI, WV)

· Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (GA, KY, MD, NC, NJ, TN)

· Sirex Wood Wasp (MD)

· Southern Pine Beetle (NJ, MD, MS, TN, TX, VA)  

Diseases specifically referenced for potential multi-state efforts include:
Beech Bark Disease (IA, MN, MO, WI), Butternut Canker (IA), Dutch Elm Disease (IA, MN, MO, WI),  Hickory Mortality (IA), Sudden Oak Death (IA, MN, MO, WI), and White Pine Blister Rust (IA, MN, MO, WI)
Examples of invasive plants of concern include European buckthorn, garlic mustard, Japanese stilt grass and reed canary grass. Objectives for combating invasive plants include prevention and eradiation strategies and involved efforts within multiple Cooperative Weed Management Areas. There is a Midwestern Invasive Plant Network that is a regional organization of land managers, resource professionals, landowners, and private citizens who are dedicated to reducing the impact of invasive plant species in the Midwest.

	Sustain forest industry and diversify markets
	IL, IA, MI, MN, MO, PA, RI, VT, WV, WI (AL, FL, KY, NC, SC, TX)
	The ability to effectively maintain and manage the region’s forests and sustain rural forest-based communities is based in part on sustaining and diversifying forest product markets. Without this, it will be extremely difficult to manage forests in a sound, scientific manner. This issue also includes consideration of markets for utilizing urban wood waste.

	Reduce wildfire risk
	IL, IN, MD, MI, MN, MO, OH, PA, WI, WV (AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, NC, SC)
	Threats to forests and public safety from wildfire are addressed by individual compacts listed in the priority areas section, including: Big Rivers Forest Fire Management Compact, Great Lakes Forest Fire Compact, and the Mid-Atlantic Fire Compact. There is also a Fire Activity and Emissions Tracking System effort under way by several Mid-Atlantic and Southern states. 

	Promote sustainable, active private forest management and "Call Before You Cut" programs
	IL, IA, IN, MI, MN, MO, OH, VT, WI, WV
	A significant amount of private forestlands across the region may be unmanaged or undermanaged. Promoting sustainable active management of private forest lands can help to off-set the rising costs of forest ownership while contributing to the health, resiliency, and productivity of the region's forests. "Call Before You Cut" (listed by IN, MN, MO, OH, WI, and WV) programs provide information to landowners about proper timber sale contracts, encourage private landowners to contact professional foresters for advice/assistance with timber harvesting and forest management activities, and advise landowners to seek reputable loggers for timber sales.

	Threats to forests along highway corridors
	CT, DE, DC, IN, MD, NJ, NY, PA, WV (KY)
	Rampant, unplanned development along major highway corridors such as I-64, I-68, I-77, I-79, I-81, and I-95, is causing a variety of natural resource problems.  Among these are fragmentation and parcelization of forests, water quality issues, and the spread of invasive plants and insects.

	Maintain biodiversity and forested habitats for wildlife
	CT, IN, MA?, MI, MO, OH, VT
	Forests provide essential habitats for plant and animal species, including threatened and endangered species. Concerns include change in forest diversity and structure as a result of climate change, forest fragmentation and loss of corridors, invasive species, loss of early successional habitat, wildlife browsing on forest plants, loss of forested riparian zones due to increasing urban development, and maintaining habitats for migratory species. Partnerships with federal and state wildlife agencies, National Forests, Universities, and conservation groups are important for addressing this issue. The Indiana Bat is one conservation species that was specifically referenced.

	Forestation, reforestation and diminished species restoration
	IL, IA, MD, MN, MO, NJ, WI (AK, AR, NC, OK, TN, VA)
	Healthy forests are essential for providing a broad range of ecosystem goods and services. Forestation and reforestation involves maintaining a balance of the many forest types within the landscape and is increasingly difficult due to the many interests of various forest land owners and managers. Also, many forest types are becoming increasingly difficult to maintain or regenerate due to factors such as climate change, disease, insect outbreaks, lack of fire disturbance, deer browsing, and invasive plants. Diminished species restoration was cited for certain tree species, including those below, which includes nursery efforts for restoration of tree species under threat, such as Ash seed banking.

	American chestnut
	NJ (VA)
	State forestry efforts in cooperation with the American Chestnut Foundation, Universities, and USFS Research are focused on restoration of the American chestnut.

	Atlantic white cedar
	NJ (VA)
	Atlantic white cedar grows in freshwater wetlands along the coast from Southern Maine to northern Florida and west to Southern Mississippi.  The population has steadily declined from its historical range due to lack of proper management, development, fire, deer browsing and other factors. Multi-state cooperation and funding could assist in expanding restoration work into suitable private lands.

	Oak decline and regeneration
	IN (AR, TN)
	Oak is an important component of diverse natural forests across several states. Oak is valuable as wildlife habitat, providing food and shelter for over 90 game and non-game wildlife species. Oak is also important to the forestry industry and to people, in general, for a variety of oak-derived products.

	Shortleaf pine
	MO (AR, NC, OK, VA)
	Shortleaf pine has been in decline across much of its range for decades due to extensive harvesting, conversion to loblolly pine, and land use changes. There are efforts underway to maintain and re-establish shortleaf pine as a viable silvicultural option across its natural range. 

	Ecosystem services
	IL, IA, MI, MN, MO, WI
	Ecosystem services, as a conservation framework, recognize forest ecosystems as natural assets with economic and social value that can be used to promote more responsible decision-making. The ability to communicate and capture the financial value of ecosystem services may help landowners—who currently do not benefit from the true value of their land and all of the public goods and services forests provide—keep their forests forested. One example effort is the Working Forest Carbon Offset project by the states of MI and IL and the Delta Institute.

	Biomass and renewable energy
	CT, MI, OH, VT, WV
	Using wood biomass resources sustainably is a critical challenge. This includes renewable energy and the accompanying markets for woody biomass. Issues involve supply availability, impact on carbon balances regionally and nationally, emissions affecting air quality (e.g., particulates) and climate (e.g., CO2), effective incentive programs, and state and federal regulations.  Some related efforts include: (1) The Tri-State Forest Summit (IL, MI, WI) coordination on biomass harvesting guidelines and location and development of bio-energy projects, and (2) The Mid-Ohio River Valley Woody Biomass Project (see in the priority area list).

	Climate change
	IL, MN, MO, NJ, WI (AL, FL, MS, NC, TX)
	Important questions exist about the impact that potential changes in climate will have on forest resources. Many natural resource agencies within the region are interested in collaborating and sharing information in order to produce assessments that will provide managers and policy makers with the information needed to decide how to respond to climate change impacts. The Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts (WICCI) is an example that could be expanded further. The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) was also referenced.

	Water quality and forested watersheds 
	CT, IL, MI, MN, VT (NC)
	Protecting and managing forested watersheds is essential to providing clean water. This issue is complex since units of government, from local to federal, and public and private forest land owners along the urban and rural continuum are all critical for addressing water quality issues in forested watersheds that cross state boundaries. Examples referenced include watersheds along the I-95 corridor, Lake Superior Basin, St. Lawrence Basin Water Resources Compact, Western Lake Erie Partnership and several additional watersheds listed in the multi-state priority areas section.

	Keeping forest as forest and intergenerational transfer of land
	CT, MA, RI, VT 
	Concerns include loss of forest land and increased forest fragmentation due to increased development, uncertain forest product markets, and change in private forest land owners. Intergenerational transfer of land often leads to forest fragmentation and land conversion when family owned forest land is transferred from one generation to the next. More than half of private woodland owners are 65 years old or older.  Increasing land values enhance the pressure for families to sell or subdivided forested land.

	Outreach and conservation education
	PA, WV, MA (NC)
	Collaboration and sharing of ideas, products, and resources to reach common audiences can be an efficient and effective uses of limited resources. One specific effort, the Mid-Atlantic Conservation Education cooperative, very active from 1995 to 2005, was focused on elevating the overall quality and quantity of conservation education activities and programs in the Mid-Atlantic states. This is some interest in renewing this effort.

	Increase urban forest inventory and analysis
	MN, MO, WI
	The USFS Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program provides the information needed to assess America's forests. FIA reports annually on the status and trends of forest area and location; the species, size, and health of trees; tree growth, mortality, and removals; wood production and utilization rates by various products; and forest land ownership.  Continuous inventory data is currently lacking for urban forests, thus limiting the ability of state and regional managers to track conditions and trends.

	Lake states branding
	MI, MN, WI
	Developing a branding program would allow regional producers to have a brand identity and professional marketing material to promote urban wood waste products locally, nationally, and globally.  The combination of well-managed urban forest lands and high quality hardwoods would contribute to the success of such a branding effort in the Lake States.

	Reforestation of previously mined lands
	OH, PA, WV, (KY, VA)
	This involves establishing forests on previously mined lands that are in need of reforestation. For example, the West Virginia Division of Forestry has been communicating with other state and federal agencies, the WV Coal Association, neighboring state forestry agencies, and others in an effort to replant trees and encourage natural regeneration. Pennsylvania has over 200,000 acres of abandoned mine lands and is interested in cooperating on this issue as opportunities arise. 

	Urban and community forestry and green infrastructure
	CT, IA, VT (NC)
	This issue includes canopy cover in urban areas and green infrastructure across the urban to rural continuum. Green infrastructure is the interconnected network of open spaces and natural areas, such as greenways, wetlands, parks, urban forests and native plant vegetation that naturally manage storm water, reduce flooding risk and improve air and water quality. Benefits include energy efficiency and community cohesiveness.

	Enhance access to recreational activities on private forest lands
	MI
	Forest recreation is an important asset, meeting public health and recreation needs. It provides a positive image for visitors and supports a vibrant and sustainable natural resource based tourism industry.  A well planned, dedicated, and maintained forest recreation system is a key attribute necessary to support a viable and sustainable recreation and tourism industry.

	National Fish Habitat Action Plan Partnership
	IN
	The plan was developed in 2001 when an ad hoc group supported by the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council explored the notion of developing a partnership effort for fish, on the scale of what was done for waterfowl in the 1980s through the North American Waterfowl Management Plan.

	Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia
	IN
	This is an environmental phenomenon where the concentration of dissolved oxygen in the water column decreases to a level that can no longer support living aquatic organisms. The largest hypoxic zone currently affecting the United States, and the second largest worldwide, is the northern Gulf of Mexico adjacent to the Mississippi River.

	Western Mid-Atlantic Development
	IN
	No information provided about this issue.


All Multistate Priority Areas Identified by States in the Northeast and Midwest: Listed in Approximately from East to West

	Multistate Area
	States Covered
	States Naming
	Description

	Northern Forest Lands
	ME, NH, NY, VT
	ME, NH, NY, VT
	The Northern Forest Lands region includes 26 million acres stretching from the Tug Hill Plateau in NY, through the Northeast Vermont, Coos county in New Hampshire, and into the Great North Woods of Maine. Conservation of the Northern Forest has been the subject of much discussion and multi-state cooperation over the last 20 years with the Northern Forest Lands Study and Northern Forest Land Council efforts and continues through the Conservation Lands Committee of the New England Governors’ Conference. Issues needing attention include forest land conservation, economic development, and community infrastructure.

	Southern New England Heritage Forest, The Last Green Valley, and Quinebaug Highlands
	CT, MA, RI
	CT, MA, RI
	Identified as part of the New England and New York Forest Initiative, this is a 1.4 million acre area that will receive focused land-use planning assistance with a variety of land conservation tools to preserve the working heritage of the last remaining rural landscape in Southern New England. There is an active MassConn Sustainable Forest Partnership serving part of this region (35 towns spanning South-Central Massachusetts and Northeastern Connecticut), which is a voluntary association of land trusts, conservation organizations, state agencies, and foresters focused on land protection efforts, promoting sustainable forestry practices, and public outreach and education efforts. The overlapping Quinebaug Highlands Region consists of a 34,000 acre forest block of four towns in CT and two towns in MA. It contains high quality streams and the largest drinking water supply watershed in Connecticut. “The Last Green Valley,” formerly known as the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor, was designated by Congress as the management entity for the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor. There is an additional effort in part of this region called “The Borderlands Project” that is focused on building greater awareness for the rural area that spans the Connecticut-Rhode Island border.

	Quabbin to Cardigan (Q2C) Corridor and Partnership
	MA, NH
	MA, NH
	This area spans 100 miles from the Quabbin Reservoir in central Massachusetts to Mount Cardigan in New Hampshire and encompasses approximately 2 million acres of intact, interconnected, ecologically significant forest. The partnership is a group of 27 private organizations and state agencies, established in 2003, working on land conservation in the region.

	Connecticut River Watershed 
	CT, MA, NH, VT
	CT, NH, VT
	The Connecticut River Watershed is the largest river ecosystem in New England, encompassing approximately 11,000 square miles and spanning four New England states.  The CT River was designated as a National Heritage River in 1998. This is one of the most at-risk areas of New England for forest fragmentation. There is a major planning effort by the US FWS Conte National Wildlife Refuge underway in this region. This is an area with multiple federal and state interests.

	Green Mountain - Berkshire Hills
	MA, VT
	MA, VT
	This area is one of the largest (700,000 acres), most heavily forested, and least fragmented working forests in South Central New England. Nearly 70,000 acres have been identified as rare species habitat. It includes the entire watershed of the Deerfield River in Massachusetts and the West River in Vermont.

	Berkshire Taconic Landscape
	CT, MA, NY, VT
	CT, MA, NY, VT
	This important forested landscape crosses the mountains of CT, MA, NY, and VT. The conservation strategy for this area includes land protection, ecological restoration, applied conservation science, collaborative land management, and collaboration with local communities.

	Lake Champlain Basin
	NY, VT, Quebec Province
	NY, VT
	This is a multi-state, multi-nation resource impacted by urban development and agricultural runoff. Challenges include maintaining tree canopy and watershed health to reduce pollution and protect water quality. The effort is being coordinated by the Lake Champlain Commission.

	Interstate 95 Corridor
	CT, DE, DC, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI
	CT, DE, DC, MD, NJ, NY, PA
	Forested watersheds along the I-95 corridor face threats from expanding development, heavy use, and poor urban planning. Degradation of watersheds, forest fragmentation, and a reduction of forested land along the corridor poses severe risks to water quality, forest diversity and watershed health. Heavy use of the corridor also increases the potential spread of invasive plants and insects.

	Highlands Region of Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
	CT, NJ, NY, PA
	CT, NJ, NY, PA
	This area of national significance was identified as a critical watershed for nearby metropolitan areas. The Highlands Conservation Act of 2004 recognized the importance of the water, forest, agricultural, wildlife, recreational, and cultural resources in the region.  $9.25 million in Federal funding for land protection in the Highlands region has been appropriated by Congress to date.

	Chesapeake Bay
	DE, DC, MD, NY, PA, WV, VA
	DE, DC, MD, NY, PA, WV (VA)
	Several natural resource and conservation efforts have taken place over the past decade to clean up and restore the Chesapeake Bay. This is recognized as a high national priority, involving Federal agencies, including the EPA, USDA, USDI, and states. States are involved in various efforts to reforest Chesapeake Bay tributaries, reduce sediment loads into those streams, minimize urban impacts, and restore the Bay to its former condition.

	Delmarva Peninsula and Mid-Atlantic Coastal Plain
	DE, MD, NJ, VA
	DE, MD
	Several issues important across this peninsula include forest threats such as development and fragmentation, the Southern pine beetle, maintaining unique forest types and wetlands such as the Atlantic white-cedar bogs, and forest markets to utilize wood from throughout the region.

	Delaware River Watershed
	DE, NJ, NY, PA
	DE, NJ, PA
	This watershed's estuaries contain some of the most important lands for migratory birds within the Atlantic Flyway.  In addition, several Atlantic white-cedar swamps are located within estuaries that feed the Delaware River and Bay. This watershed provides drinking water for 17 million people in four states and water quality is an issue within Delaware’s portion of the watershed.  

	Appalachian Forest Region and Marcellus Shale
	MD, NY, OH, PA, WV, AL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA
	MD, OH, PA, WV (KY, VA)
	Forty-two percent of the population in this region is rural and the region's economy, once highly dependent on mining, forestry, agriculture, chemical industries, and heavy industry, has become more diversified in recent times. This area has unique vegetation, with some of the highest plant and animal biodiversity in the United States. Preservation of its rural character in the face of ever expanding urban areas is a constant challenge. A major component of this area is the Appalachian Trail. There is an Appalachian Forest Heritage effort to integrate central Appalachian forest history, culture, products, and forest management into a multi-state heritage tourism initiative.
Recent technological developments in the oil and gas industry allow the drilling of deeper wells to tap previously unreachable gas deposits in the Marcellus shale region within the Appalachians. Most of the wells are drilled on forest land, resulting in parcelization, fragmentation, and invasive species introductions. Also, the large amount of water used in the process creates erosion problems, sedimentation, and other types of water quality and quantify impacts to streams.

	Mid-Atlantic Fire Compact Activities
	DE, MD, NJ, OH, PA, WV, VA
	MD, OH, PA, WV
	Numerous joint activities presently occur within this existing multi-state organization. These activities are encompassed by federal grants in Firewise, State Fire Assistance, Volunteer Fire Assistance, and special grants, and typically involve efforts in fire prevention, detection, and suppression.

	Ohio River Basin and Wabash River Valley
	IL, IN, OH, PA, WV, KY, TN
	IN, OH, PA, WV
	The Ohio River is 981 miles long, starting at the confluence of the Allegheny and the Monongahela Rivers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and ending in Cairo, Illinois, where it flows into the Mississippi River and eventually the Gulf of Mexico.  It is a direct source of drinking water for more than three million people. There is a growing recognition that conservation efforts to address water quality and urbanization issues in the states bordering the Ohio River would highly benefit the environment along this major national waterway. Forestry would be a major part of any such wide-scale effort. There are several efforts underway including an Ohio River Basin Study by the US Army Corps of Engineers; efforts around the Wabash river, which flows over 475 miles from Indiana, draining two-thirds of 92 counties (over 33,000 square miles) its confluence with the Ohio below Mount Vernon; and the efforts described below.

	Ohio River Corridor Initiative
	IN, OH, KY
	IN (KY)
	A study of the Ohio River Corridor, starting from Maysville, Kentucky to Madison, Indiana. In the face of national and global economic shifts and regional restructuring, many communities along the Corridor find it increasingly difficult to maintain a decent quality of life for their residents. Recognizing these threats, individuals, organizations and political leaders have begun searching for strategies to ensure the future vitality of the Corridor and its communities.

	Upper Ohio River Appalachian Forests
	OH, PA, WV, KY
	OH, PA, WV (KY)
	The Appalachian forests of the Upper Ohio River support a robust forest products industry and a rich diversity of flora and fauna while providing clean drinking water and recreational opportunities.  This effort would involve multiple partners taking an “all lands” approach to conserving, connecting, and restoring forests within the priority area.  

	Mid-Ohio River Valley Biomass Feedstock Zone and Project
	 OH, WV
	OH, WV
	WV Division of Forestry working with the Ohio Division of Forestry and the WVU Appalachian Hardwood Center on a “Mid-Ohio River Valley Woody Biomass Project” (MORWOOD). Project partners are working to develop estimates of woody biomass quantity and availability and to organize the woody biomass supply chain to supply large quantities of biomass for new bioenergy projects. 

	Great Lakes Basin
	IL, IN, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, WI; Ontario Province
	IL, IN, MI, MN, NY,OH, PA, WI
	The Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario Lakes contain 18% of the world’s fresh surface water.  The Great Lakes provide approximately 4.2% of all US drinking water. They are essential to commerce, trade, wildlife, and transportation of goods. The Nature Conservancy had identified the Great Lakes region as “critical” to the hundreds of millions of birds that migrate through North America each year. The collaborative and initiatives listed below are currently active in the Great Lakes Region.

	Great Lakes Forest Alliance
	MI, MN, WI
	MI, MN, WI
	The Great Lakes Forest Alliance is a non-profit organization whose mission is to advance and promote healthy, sustainable forests in the upper Midwest. Its diverse membership includes public land managers at the federal, provincial, state, and county level; non-industrial private forest landowners; forest industry; academia; and conservation organizations.

	Great Lakes Forest Fire Compact
	IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, WI; Ontario & Manitoba Provinces
	MI, MN, WI
	The Great Lakes Forest Fire Compact is an association that promotes effective prevention, suppression and control of forest fires in the Great Lakes Region of the United States and adjacent areas of Canada.

	Great Lakes Regional Collaboration and Strategy
	IL, IN, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, WI
	IL, IN, MN, NY, WI
	Formed with input from the federal Great Lakes Interagency Task Force, the Council of Great Lakes Governors, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, Great Lakes tribes (represented by the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission) and the Great Lakes Congressional Task Force moved to convene a group now known as the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration (GLRC). This is a wide-ranging, cooperative effort to design and implement a strategy for the restoration, protection and sustainable use of the Great Lakes. Several plans have been created to respond to the GLRC Strategy including the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Lake Erie Protection and Restoration Plan, MI Great Lakes Plan, and WI Great Lakes Strategy.

	Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
	IL, IN, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, WI
	MI, MN, NY, WI
	This initiative, led by the Environmental Protection Agency, targets the most significant problems in the region, including invasive aquatic species, nonpoint source pollution, and contaminated sediment.  EPA and its federal partners are coordinating with State, tribal, local, and forestry industry entities to protect, maintain, and restore the chemical, biological, and physical integrity of the Great Lakes.

	Northern Great Lakes Forests Priority Landscape
	MI, MN, WI
	MN
	The Nature Conservancy and partners including Federal, county, and private forest managers, are working to develop landscape-scale goals, desired future scenarios, refine management prescriptions at the scale of managed forests, and implement experimental and proven silvicultural practices in the Northern Great Lakes forests.

	Upper Midwest and Great Lakes Landscape Conservation Cooperative
	IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, VT, WI
	IN, MN, WI
	Landscape Conservation Cooperatives are Department of the Interior-led management-science partnerships that inform integrated resource management actions addressing climate change and other stressors within and across landscapes.  This area includes unparalleled deepwater habitats, beaches, coastal wetlands, more than 35,000 islands, major river systems, boreal forests, and prairie hardwood transition zones.

	Black Swamp
	 IN, OH
	IN
	This expanse of wetlands and woodlands stretches from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, to Sandusky, Ohio. Beneath a dense canopy of oaks lives a rich diversity of plants and animals.

	St. Joseph River Watershed Management Plan
	IN, MI
	IN, MI
	The St. Joseph River Watershed spans the Michigan-Indiana border and empties into Lake Michigan at St. Joseph/Benton Harbor. A unique opportunity exists to unite a range of often independent interests in a manner that offers flexibility to a broad range of stakeholders with a common purpose.

	Upper Mississippi Watershed
	IL, IN, IA, MN, MO, WI
	IL, IA, MN, MO, WI
	Some issues in this watershed are water pollution, loss of migratory bird habitat, and forest loss and fragmentation. There are many overlapping initiatives and opportunities for partnership.

	Moraine Forest
	IL, IN, MI, WI, 
	IN
	The Valparaiso Moraine is a terminal moraine around the Lake Michigan basin. It is a band of high, hilly terrain made up of glacial till and sand that reaches an elevation of near 300 feet above the level of Lake Michigan at its maximum height in Indiana and 17 miles wide at its maximum width in Indiana.  

	Central hardwood region
	IN, TN, KY, OH, PA, NY
	IN
	This region includes the Appalachian plateaus (eastern Tennessee and Kentucky, southeastern Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York), the central lowlands (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan), the interior low plateau (central Tennessee and Kentucky), the Ouachita and Ozark  plateaus (Arkansas and southern Missouri), the ridge and valley (central Alabama through Vermont, from the coastal plain to the south and the St.  Lawrence lowland to the north) and blue ridge areas (northern Georgia to central Pennsylvania, including the central and southern portions of the Appalachian crest). 

	Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Region and Joint Venture
	AL, AR, IL, IN, KY, MO, OK, TN
	IN, MO
	Members of the Central Hardwoods Joint Venture formed a partnership, beginning in 2000, to elevate emphasis on bird conservation within the Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Region. The partnership works to maintain native bird populations and implement the conservation objectives of the various national and international bird conservation plans under the North American Bird Conservation Initiative.

	Chicago Wilderness
	IL, IN
	IN
	Chicago Wilderness is a regional alliance active in Chicago, IL and Gary, IN that connects people and nature. The partnership includes more than 250 organizations that work together to restore natural resources, protect the region’s lands and waters, and to improve the quality of life for people.

	Big Rivers Forest Fire Management Compact
	IL, IN, IA, MO
	IL, IN, MO
	This compact encompasses the major rivers found in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Missouri.  Members of the compact share information about wildfire prevention and the Firewise programs, as well as operations, training, and mutual aid information.

	Karst Topography Areas
	IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, MO, SD, NE
	IL, IN, IA, MN, MO
	The Karst areas have a geology of limestone or other soluble rock that is characterized by caves, sinkholes, and sinking streams. These areas are important for native bat populations.

	Driftless Area Initiative
	IL, IA, MI, MN, WI
	IL, IA, MN, WI
	The Driftless Area Initiative is a partnership of six RC&D Areas in four states.  The area is characterized by karst topography with shallow limestone bedrock, caves and sinkholes. Several watersheds in the area have been designated as priority watersheds for the Upper Mississippi Forest Partnership.  Maintaining a high quality forest resource is a priority for the Initiative.

	Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership
	IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, WI, ND, SD
	MN
	The Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership works to protect, rehabilitate, and enhance sustainable fish habitats in glacial lakes greater than 10 acres in size.  The goals are to protect and maintain intact and healthy lake systems; prevent further degradation of fish habitats that have been adversely affected; reverse declines in the quality and quantity of aquatic habitats in lakes to improve the overall health of fish and other aquatic organisms; and increase the quality and quantity of fish habitats in lakes that support a broad natural diversity of aquatic species.

	Ice Storm Recovery Area
	MO, AR, KY, TN
	MO
	Coordinated efforts needed to improve forest health, reduce fuel loading, and improve utilization opportunities for recovery efforts after severe ice storms.

	Kansas City Metro Urban Area
	MO, KS
	MO (KS)
	Emphasis on urban areas that transcend state lines.

	Loess Hills
	IA, KS, MO, NE
	MO
	Forest restoration opportunities of a rare community type.

	Lower Mississippi Bottomland Areas
	IL, MO, KY, TN
	MO (KY)
	Loss of bottomland forests and forest fragmentation with restoration potential.  One example is the River Bends Conservation Opportunity Area that spans across Missouri and Kentucky.

	Missouri and Mississippi Rivers Confluence
	IL, MO
	MO
	Habitat restoration and recreational opportunities are important in this area.

	St. Louis Metro Urban Area
	IL, MO
	MO
	Emphasis on urban areas that transcend state lines.

	Weston Bend Conservation Area, Fort Leavenworth
	MO, KS
	MO
	There are forest and woodland landscape restoration opportunities in this area, enhanced by recent land acquisitions.

	Bentonville, AR and Joplin, MO 
	MO, AR, OK
	MO
	This is an important urban area with related issues that transcend state lines.

	Ozark Highlands 
	MO, AR, OK
	MO (AR, OK)
	Forest and woodland landscape restoration opportunities, such as shortleaf pine restoration and expansion.

	Missouri River Corridor and Watershed
	MO, ND, MT, SD, WY, NE, KS, CO
	MO (KS, ND, NE, SD)
	There are habitat restoration, water quality, and recreational opportunities in this watershed. One issue in this region is the over maturity of cottonwood forests along the Missouri River.

	Red River Basin Watershed
	MN, ND, SD, Manitoba Province
	MN
	Over the years there have been many collaborative efforts in this region aimed at flood mitigation, planning and mapping; data collection and integration; and river, soil, and bank restoration.  Much of the cooperation and joint efforts have been between the US and Canadian governments through the International Joint Commission and at state and provincial levels through the Red River Basin Board and the Red River Watershed Management Board. Early consultation and collaboration among all stakeholders in the basin has been a key to the continuing success of projects in this watershed.
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